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N 14: THE WAY

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You
believe in God; believe also in me. Z My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were
not so, would | have told you that | om going
there to prepare o place for you? 3 And if | go
and prepare o place for you, | will come back
and toke you to be with me that you also may
be where | am. 4 You know the way to the
place where | am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’'t know
where you are going, so how can we know
the way?”

b Jesus answered, “| am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really know me,

you will know my Father as well. From now on,

you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and
that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus onswered: “Don’t you know me, Philip,

even after | have been omong you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father'? 10 Don't you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words | say to you | do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me,
who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when |
say that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the
works themselves. 12 Very truly | tell you,
whoever believes in me will do the works |
have been doing, and they will do even
greater things than these, because | om going

to the Father. 13 And | will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for
anything in my name, and | will do it.

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16
And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. 18 | will not
leave you as orphans; | will come to you. 19
Before long, the world will not see me
anymore, but you will see me. Because | live,
you also will live. 20 On that day you will
realize that | om in my Father, and you are in
me, and | am in you. 21 Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who
loves me. The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and | too will love them and
show myself to them.”

22 Then Judas [not Judas Iscariot) said, “But,
Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to
us and not to the world?”

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will
obey my teaching. My Father will love them,
and we will come to them and maoke our
home with them. 24 Anyone who does not
love me will not obey my teaching. These
words you hear are not my own; they belong
to the Father who sent me.

25 “All this | have spoken while still with you.
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of
everything | have said to you. 27 Peace |
leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be ofraid.

28 “You heard me say, ‘| am going away and |
am coming back to you.” If you loved me, you
would be glad that | am going to the Father,
for the Father is greater than I. 29 | have told
you now befare it happens, so that when it
does happen you will believe. 30 | will not say
much more to you, for the prince of this world
is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he
comes so that the world may learn that | love
the Father and do exactly what my Father has
commanded me.
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Jomes Barrie was the man who wrote Peter Pan,
among other works. One of his books was about his
mother, Margaret Ogilvy, ond his growing up in
Scotland. His mother endured a Iot of misery in life,
including the trogic death of one of her sons.
According to Morrison, Barrie wrote that his mother’s
favorite Bible chapter was John 14. She read it so
much that when her Bible was opened and set down,
the pages naturally fell open to this place. Barrie soid
that when she was old and could no longer read
these words, she would stoop down to her Bible and
kiss the page where the words were printed.

Let not your heart be troubled: The disciples had
reason to be troubled. Jesus had just told them that
one of them was a traitor, that all of them would deny
Him, and that He would leave them that night. All of
this would legitimately trouble the disciples, yet
Jesus told them, let not your heart be troubled.

Lord, we do not know where You ore going: Thomas
should be praised for honestly and clearly explaining
his confusion. He thought Jesus was simply going to
another place, os if it were another city. “Thus we
notice how they speak to him with a natural, easy
familiarity; and he talks to them in full sympathy with
their weakness, teaching them little by little as they
are able to learn. They ask just such questions as o
boy might ask of his father. Often they show their
ignorance, but never do they seem timid in his
presence, or ashamed to let him see how shallow and
hard of understanding they are.” ([Spurgeon)



| am the way, the truth, and the life: Jesus didn’t say
that He would show us a way; He said that He is the
way. He didn’t promise to teach us o truth; He said
that He is the truth. Jesus didn’t offer us the secrets
to life; He soid that He is the life.

- I'm wandering about; | don’t know where I'm gaoing.
Jesus is the wauy. - I'm confused; | don’t know what
to think. Jesus is the truth. - I'm dead inside and
don’t know if | can go on. Jesus is the life.

In light of soon events, this declaration was a
paradox. Jesus’ way would be the cross; He would
be convicted by blatant liars; His body would soon
lie lifeless in a tomb. Because He took that way, He
is the way to God; because He did not contest the
lies we can believe He is the truth; becouse He was
willing to die He becomes the channel of
resurrection - the life to us.

No one comes to the Father except through Me:
Jesus made this remarkable statement, claiming
that He was the only way to God. In this He set
aside the temple and its rituals, as well as other
religions. It was o claim to have an exclusive wauy,
truth, and life - the only pathway to God the Father,
the true God in heaven.

If Jesus is not the only way to God, then He is not
any way to God. If there are many roads to God,
then Jesus is not one of them, because He
absolutely claimed there was only one road to God,
and He was that road. If Jesus is not the only way
to God, then He was not a honest man; He was most
certainly not a true prophet. He then would either be
o madman or a lying devil. There is no middle ground
avoilable.

Understood plainly, this was one of the more
controversial things Jesus said and the Gospel
writers recorded. Many people don’t mind saying
that Jesus is one legitimate way to God, but other
religions and even individuals have their own
legitimate ways to God. Many think it isn't fair for
God to moke only one wauy.
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Nevertheless, this is o consistent theme in the Bible.
The Ten Commandments begin, / am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage. You shall have no other
gods before Me [Exo. 20:2-3). Throughout the Oid
Testament God denounced and mocked the
supposed gods others worshipped (Iso. 41:21-29; 1
Kings 18:19-40). The Bible consistently presents One
True God, and Jesus is consistently presented as
the only true way to the One True Godl.

“If this seems offensively exclusive, let it be borne
in mind that the one who makes this claim is the
incarnate Word, the revealer of the Father” [Bruce]

Greater works than these he will do: Jesus did not
mean greater in the sense of more sensational, but
greater in magnitude. Jesus would leave behind a
victorious, working family of followers who would
spread His kingdom to more people and places than
Jesus ever did in His life and ministry. This promise
seems impossible; yet ofter Peter’s first sermon " PR
there were more converted than are recorded Rt T
during Jesus’ entire ministry. | AM AN EM PTY V0|D
NOTHING IS TRUE
NOTHING MEANS

ANYTHING

The world will see Me no more, but you will see Me:
This was true in one sense when Jesus rose from
the dead. Yet it is true even when He ascended to
heaven. Jesus would reveal Himself to the disciples
in a real and powerful way after His departure. They
would see Him in an even greater way than seeing
Him with phuysical sight.

@THEDADYSSEY
The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will mmﬂm ME!
send in My nome: Jesus first mentioned the Helper ;

in John 14:16. He returned to the wonderful promise
that as He left them with His physical presence,
Jesus would ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit
to help His disciples.
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